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January 7, 2026 
 

 
Protect Health Care for Hardworking American Families 

 
 
Dear Representative Kustoff: 
 
As the January 30, 2026 continuing resolution (CR) deadline approaches, the Alliance of Safety-Net 
Hospitals calls on Congress to take urgent action to extend the expiring health care provisions that 
allow the individuals you represent to get the health care they deserve.  These hospitals provide 
essential services to hardworking American families, including those in rural communities and 
individuals with complex health needs.  Without sustained federal funding for these programs, 
patients who rely on safety-net hospitals will face reduced access to critical care—putting lives and 
communities at risk. 

With Congress preparing to finalize a spending package by the end of this month, we urge you to 
take the following actions: 
 

 Provide permanent protections for essential telehealth services to ensure Medicare 
patients in both rural and urban communities can access timely, high quality health care 
appointments without mobility barriers.  Absent Congressional action, Medicare will 
reinstate geographic and site restrictions on where care via telehealth can be delivered and 
once again Medicare patients will experience disruptions to their care. 
 

 Protect safety-net hospitals from devastating cuts to Medicaid Disproportionate Share 
Hospital (DSH) payments, which are used to support critical hospital services in both rural 
and urban areas of the country, including burn and trauma unit services and maternal and 
child health care.  Unless Congress delays the cuts again, the Medicaid DSH program faces 
an $8 billion cut in fiscal year (FY) 2026, which would slash the program by more than 50 
percent and jeopardize patient’s access to critical care nationwide. 

 
 Prioritize the needs of community safety-net hospitals and the patients who rely on them 

by rejecting harmful proposals, including the site-neutral Medicare outpatient payments and 
cuts to 340B reimbursements.  If such proposals advance, Congress must exempt safety-net 
hospitals to ensure continued access to essential services. 

Nationwide, mission-driven safety-net hospitals are doing everything possible to serve hardworking 
American families, but recent challenges have made this mission harder than ever.  Without 
Congressional action, these cuts and restrictions will decimate programs that sustain services for 
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millions of everyday Americans.  We urge you to help our hospitals so we can keep delivering care 
where it is needed most. 
 
THANK YOU for your commitment to the communities you represent.  We appreciate your 
consideration and welcome questions on how proposed policies may impact safety-net hospitals. 
We look forward to working together to ensure continued access to high-quality care for the patients 
our hospitals serve – your constituents. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kate Finkelstein 
Federal Affairs 
 
 

 


